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from the homogeneous population, and hence became the
determined champion of the White Australia Policy to ensure
that the homogeneity would continue.

Despite^ the pervasive influence of such frontier circum-
stances which give a peculiar character to the social politics
of the Dominions, the parliamentary institutions of these
countries resemble in all fundamental matters the institutions
of Great Britain because from early colonial times there has
been no sharp break in the diffusion of British political
culture, no revolution like that of the Thirteen Colonies,
and certainly no violent eruption from below to stem or
divert the stream of influence. The frontier society itself,
except perhaps^in South Africa, was unlike that of many other
frontiers in that it was never outside the ordinary controls
of government, never beyond a common obedience to the
common law. The state was not left behind. The system
of political ethics was somewhat shaken but was never
profoundly altered.
Dominion democracy dwells in attitudes of mind, poli-
tical habits, and methods of reaching and executing decisions,
all of which are evident not merely in the purely political
sphere but in the abundant life of voluntary associations
within the society. In describing and assessing the facts
of a constitutional regime it is easy to neglect these im-
ponderable attitudes of mind without which the institutional
framework of democracy would be an empty shell. But in
the final analysis the parliamentary democracy of the Domin-
ions is a mental and ethical inheritance. In its purely legal
elements it is complicated and confusing, incapable of effective
operation apart from an accepted stock of political ideas
and code of behaviour which make it a remarkable instrument
of government. Fundamental to the many undertakings
and conventions whereby the parliamentary system works
is the will to accept at all times the fair rules of the game
which derive, not merely from the expediencies of the system